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Introduction. 

 Daniel is for me one of the most beloved personalities of the Old 

Testament.  He is one of the Heroes of the Faith in Ezekiel 14:14 along with 

Noah and Job.  Daniel is recognized as a man of great wisdom and righteous 

before God.  He lived his life with great integrity and faith, and also gave 

respect to all, even those who were his adversaries.   Outside of Jesus, I do not 

know anyone who extended so much grace to his rivals.  As we study thru this 

series on the life of Daniel, let us be attentive to what the Holy Spirit seeks to 

teach us about righteous living. 

 The book of Daniel is about the life of the man who wrote the book. 

Beginning in his teenage years and going till old age. It is a book that shows us 

how God can take what seem to be a very bad situation and bring good to those 

that obey HIM. We watch how God brings Daniel to a place of power and great 

authority. We see God makes him the third ruler in the kingdom of Babylon. All 

these events were used by God to bring glory to His name. Actually, the theme 

of the book is the sovereignty of God. It shows how God took Daniel in a pagan 

culture and used him for HIS glory because he decided to stand up and not 

compromise. This message is for all of us today. We live in a modern Babylon. 

We live in a secular culture, and we need to learn to say that we will not defile 

ourselves with the world. We must walk with God no matter what!!!  
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I. The Besiege- War comes to Jerusalem. 

 God warned through His prophets that He would judge Judea for its sin.  

That day has come and even the righteous suffer the judgment.  When God 

judges a nation all in the nation are punished.  The national judgments in the last 

days maybe like this. 

 

Daniel 1:1-3. In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, 

Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it. And the 

Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, along with some of the 

articles from the temple of God. These he carried off to the temple of his god 

in Babylonia and put in the treasure-house of his god. Then the king ordered 

Ashpenaz, chief of his court officials, to bring in some of the Israelites from 

the royal family and the nobility— 

 

A. Nebuchadnezzar invaded Jerusalem, raided the temple, and carried off 

young noble captives in 586 BC. 

B. The captives were marched 600 miles to Babylon.  Can you imagine doing this?  

It would be heart breaking. 

C. Daniel and his friends are without parents, teachers, rabbis, or culture to 

guide them.  They are under the age of 20 or they would have been in the army.  

To have the courage to do what Daniel did is the hand of God. 
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II. The Re-education. 

Daniel 1:4-16 ...He was to teach them the language and literature of the 

Babylonians. The king assigned them a daily amount of food and wine from the 

king's table. They were to be trained for three years, and after that they were 

to enter the king's service. Among these were some from Judah: Daniel, 

Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. The chief official gave them new names: to 

Daniel, the name Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; 

and to Azariah, Abednego.  But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the 

royal food and wine, and he asked the chief official for permission not to defile 

himself in this way. Now God had caused the official to show favor and 

sympathy to Daniel, but the official told Daniel, "I am afraid of my lord the 

king, who has assigned your food and drink.   

Why should he see you looking worse than the other young men of your age? 

The king would then have my head because of you." Daniel then said to the 

guard whom the chief official had appointed over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and 

Azariah, "Please test your servants for ten days: Give us nothing but vegetables 

to eat and water to drink. Then compare our appearance with that of the young 

men who eat the royal food, and treat your servants in accordance with what 

you see." So he agreed to this and tested them for ten days. At the end of the 

ten days they looked healthier and better nourished than any of the young men 

who ate the royal food. So the guard took away their choice food and the wine 

they were to drink and gave them vegetables instead. 
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A.  Removal of everything Hebrew, starting with their names. 

 1. To Daniel, the name Belteshazzar. 

  a. Daniel means "God is my judge". 

  b. Belteshazzar means "lord of the straitened treasure".    

 2. To Hananiah, the name Shadrach. 

  a. Hananiah means "God has favored". 

  b. Shadrach means "royal" or "the great scribe". 

 3. To Mishael, the name Meshach. 

  a. Mishael means "who is what God is". 

  b. Meshach means "guest of a king". 

 4. To Azariah, the name Abednego. 

  a. Azariah means "Jehovah has helped". 

  b. Abednego means "servant of Nebo". 

B. New names related to the Babylonian gods Bel, Aku, and Nebo. 

 1. Bel – god of the rain or storm. 

 2. Aku – moon god, developed into Islam. 

 3. Nebo – the prophet.  He is believed to have been born out of a hole in 

 the ground.  Could foretell the future, work miracles, and skilled in magic. 

C. The plan was to reformat their thinking. -make them think differently, like a 

 Babylonian not a Hebrew. The Babylonians wanted to change their social 

 and religious customs. 

D. The plan started with getting them to reject their religion. Even people, who

 know nothing else about Jews, know that they don't eat pork, because of 

 the dietary laws in Leviticus 11:7.  Eating pork does not seem like a big 

 deal, but remember the Adam and Eve brought sin into the world by eating 

 a fruit in disobedience to the command God had given them. 
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E. Daniel had decided in his heart that he was not going be disobedience to God 

 by eating food that God had forbidden the Jews to eat.  But instead of 

 having a 'in your face' attitude about it, he provided a test that seemed 

 fair to his  captives.  No matter how much truth you have, if you beat 

 unbelievers over the head with it, you will get nowhere.  God wants us to 

 win the lost not drive them to their own destruction. 

F. After three years of pagan training, God had increased their wisdom and 

understanding more than the others, because they stay true. 

 

III. The Blessing for obedience. 

Daniel 1:17-20  To these four young men God gave knowledge and understanding 

of all kinds of literature and learning. And Daniel could understand visions and 

dreams of all kinds. At the end of the time set by the king to bring them in, the 

chief official presented them to Nebuchadnezzar. The king talked with them, 

and he found none equal to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; so they 

entered the king's service. In every matter of wisdom and understanding about 

which the king questioned them, he found them ten times better than all the 

magicians and enchanters in his whole kingdom. 

 

 

A. He fared better physically. This was predictable because people who have a 

 diet completely void of pork of any type do not have the proper enzymes 

 to digest pork and will take time to adjust.  

B. He fared better mentally. He had a reason to learn. 

C. He fared better spiritually. He had obeyed God and God blessed him.  
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IV. Making a difference. 

 A. Do we dare to be a Daniel, Dare to stand alone.  Dare to have a purpose 

firm, dare to make it known. 

 B.  We see Daniel as being fearless, but they felt fear and functioned in 

spite of it.  Courage is functioning in spite of fear. 

 C. Standing up to adversity.  We may not be able to control much of the 

adversities that we encounter in life, but we may be able to control our 

response by putting into practice what Daniel did.  I have seen people become 

negative, and bitter in response to adversity. I have seen people point fingers 

of blame after encountering trouble. Daniel saw his adversity as an opportunity 

to be a witness for God. 

 D. I am amazed at people in the midst of adversity that show an attitude 

of courage, joy, and faith.   I am amazed how they can treat those foes with 

kindness and grace.  I know that it comes from knowing the Lord, and having a 

proper relationship with him, and looking at things through spiritual eyes. 

 Paul, like Daniel, in his message to Timothy shows us how he responds to 

adversity. In spite of being in prison, and facing death, he keeps the right kind 

of attitude. He does not allow himself to be angry and bitter, but uses his 

position and his problems as an opportunity to encourage Timothy. Let’s look at 

Paul’s thoughts during adversity. 

2 Timothy 1:6-12 Holman Christian Standard Bible (HCSB) 

6 Therefore, I remind you to keep ablaze the gift of God that is in you through 

the laying on of my hands. 7 For God has not given us a spirit of fearfulness, but 

one of power, love, and sound judgment.  8 So don’t be ashamed of the testimony 

about our Lord, or of me His prisoner. Instead, share in suffering for the 

gospel, relying on the power of God.  9 He has saved us and called us with a holy 

calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace,  

which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began.  
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 10 This has now been made evident through the appearing of our Savior Christ 

Jesus, who has abolished death and has brought life and immortality to light 

through the gospel.11 for this gospel I was appointed a herald, apostle, and 

teacher, and that is why I suffer these things. But I am not ashamed; because I 

know the One I have believed in and am persuaded that He is able to guard what 

has been entrusted to me until that day.  

V. He Is Challenged By His Suffering! 

A. His calling - Paul knew that his calling was from God. It was not according to 

  works, but according to God's own purpose and grace. 

B. His chains - Paul is presently in chains. He is in bonds because of his calling, 

 and his obedience to preach the gospel. Yet in spite of his present 

 condition, he will not be discouraged nor detoured from what God has 

 ordained, and instructed him to do.  

C. His commitment - Paul says........"I am not ashamed" Remember this was a 

 phrase spoken to the church at Rome as well. Paul was not ashamed of the 

 gospel of Christ. And even in prison, he is not ashamed, but proud to be 

 called of God to preach the gospel. Are we ashamed of the gospel of 

 Christ? When adversity comes, when things are going sour, do we still have 

 confidence in Christ? It is important that we remain committed as 

 believers to witnessing in times of adversity.  

That is the time when unbelievers are watching us to see if we are genuine in 

what we believe or if we are just fair weather Christians.  As believers, may 

God give us the grace to respond to adversity and allow it to challenge us to a 

closer walk with God, and use even our adversity as an avenue of sharing the 

gospel of Christ!  The Apostle Paul dared to be a Daniel! 
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Conclusion 

1.   He Is Confident In His Salvation! 

 Adversity may bring some times of uncertainty in to our lives. Losing a love 

one is difficult. Losing our health can be deviating. Losing a job is not a pleasant 

experience. Yet in spite of times of adversity, and uncertainty, if we are saved, 

we can be confident in our salvation. The reason Daniel and Paul ware able to 

respond gracefully to suffering was because he knew in whom he had believed. 

He was confident that the one who had saved him on the road to Damascus was 

with him, and would supply his every need even in prison. 

 

2. He Is Convinced Of His Security! 

 Paul enjoyed the security of believing in Christ, and Daniel trusted in the 

God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. As believers, we may face times of 

uncertainty about tomorrow or maybe even the next hour....but one thing we do 

not have to question or doubt or be uncertain about is our salvation. He who 

saved us has the power to keep us saved. We are not kept by our own power, but 

by the power of God. It is not our emotions that seal us, but his Spirit. It is not 

we that hold on to God, but he that holds us in his hands......and no man is able to 

take us from his hand! 

 When we face adversity, rather than collapse let’s be challenged to live 

for Him. It may be sent our way to challenge us to a deeper faith in Christ. It 

may be sent our way so that others may witness the presence of God in 

suffering. 

 When troubles come, there may be things we do not know, but if we know 

the Lord, we know enough! 

 No matter what we as believers face, we are safe in the arms of God! We 

belong to him! We are his children and he will never leave us! He is faithful!  Let 

us dare to be a Daniel!! 


