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Introduction  (slide 12) 

 Legend says that when Marie Antoinette, the Austrian princess 

who became queen of France after marrying Louis the Sixteenth, was 

informed that her subjects, the French peasants, were starving 

because they had no bread, she naively answered, “Let them eat 

cake!”  While there is no evidence she ever said those words, she was 

nonetheless beheaded in the early days of the French Revolution.  

 However, the legend lives on, and has come to symbolize a person 

who is spoiled and privileged, and out of touch with common people 

and everyday life— like a queen who would assume that someone who 

has run out of bread could eat cake instead.  

 Remember Hillary Clinton’s confession,  “Custodians are people 

too.” 

 It is a common failing of the rich and powerful. Someone who has 

been raised in a wealthy family may have trouble understanding what 

it is like to work hard and still not be able to make ends meet.  

 

 

 



2 | P a g e  The Son of Man: Jesus identifies with us in our human condition to accept, forgive, and heal us. 

 

 Today we begin a series of messages and worship experiences 

called “Who Do You Say I Am?” They are based on a movie called the 

Son of God, a dramatic portrayal of the life, death, and resurrection 

of Jesus Christ, as well as His message and mission. 

 Each week we will first read our text than watch the depiction of 

the Bible passage as the creators of the ‘Son of God’ movie rendered 

it, and then we will go to our Bibles to study and apply that part of 

the Jesus’ story to our daily lives.  

  

 Today’s text is Luke 5:17–26 let me read it for you. 

(slide 13) 

17 On one of those days while He was teaching, Pharisees and teachers 

of the law were sitting there who had come from every village of 

Galilee and Judea, and also from Jerusalem. And the Lord’s power to 

heal was in Him. 18 Just then some men came, carrying on a mat a man 

who was paralyzed. They tried to bring him in and set him down 

before Him. 19 Since they could not find a way to bring him in because 

of the crowd, they went up on the roof  

(slide 14) 
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and lowered him on the mat through the roof tiles into the middle of 

the crowd before Jesus.  20 Seeing their faith He said, “Friend, your 

sins are forgiven you.” 21 Then the scribes and the Pharisees began to 

think: “Who is this man who speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins 

but God alone?”  22 But perceiving their thoughts, Jesus replied to 

them, “Why are you thinking this in your hearts?   23 Which is easier: 

to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’?  

(slide 15) 

24 But so you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to 

forgive sins”—He told the paralyzed man, “I tell you: Get up, pick up 

your mat, and go home.” 25 Immediately he got up before them, picked 

up what he had been lying on, and went home glorifying God. 26 Then 

everyone was astounded, and they were giving glory to God. And they 

were filled with awe and said, “We have seen incredible things today!” 

Let us watch the story from the ‘Son of God’.   

(slide 16, video clip “The Son of God, The Healing of the Paralytic.”)  

(slide 17) 
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 That incident appears in three of the four Gospels— Matthew, 

Mark, and Luke.  Did you notice in the video how Jesus referred to 

Himself?  What name or title did He call himself? The Son of Man, 

you see it in verse 24: “The Son of Man has authority on earth to 

forgive sins.” —Luke 5:24, NIV 

 Jesus called himself the Son of Man.  In fact, He is called “Son 

of Man” eighty-eight times in the New Testament.  He said: “Foxes 

have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to 

lay his head.” —Matthew 8:20, NIV 

 Again, He said: “The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.” —

Matthew 12:8, NIV.  And so on. 

 Many would have recognized it as a reference to the prophecy of 

Daniel, from hundreds of years earlier, who wrote: “I looked, and 

there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of 

heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his 

presence. He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all 

nations and peoples of every language worshiped him. His dominion is 

an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one 

that will never be destroyed.” —Daniel 7:13–14, NIV 
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 When Jesus called himself “Son of Man,” He was making a clear 

reference to His identity as the promised Messiah. However, the 

phrase “Son of Man” also refers to the fact that Jesus shares in our 

humanity.  

 Of course, the Jews of Jesus’ day expected the Messiah to be 

fully human.  Jesus did not surprise anyone by being human; He 

surprised them by being much more than fully human.  Therefore, the 

title, “Son of Man,” means that Jesus is not out of touch.  He knows 

what it is like to work hard; He knows what a blister feels like.  He 

knows what it is like to have bills to pay; He helped support a single-

parent family, after all.  Joseph is never mentioned during Jesus’ 

three year preaching ministry.  He knows what it is like to face 

disappointment, rejection, betrayal, and grief. 

 He knows what it is like to be you.  He is able to identify with you 

in your sorrows and sufferings, as well as in your pleasures and 

successes.  Therefore, for that reason I want to impress on you three 

simple, but profound ways to apply our Scripture today. 

 

(slide 18) 
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I. Come to Jesus. 

 The first is this: Come to Jesus. Look at Luke 5 with me. Notice 

those first three verses: One day Jesus was teaching, and Pharisees 

and teachers of the law were sitting there. They had come from 

every village of Galilee and from Judea and Jerusalem. In addition, 

the power of the Lord was with Jesus to heal the sick. Some men 

came carrying a paralyzed man on a mat and tried to take him into the 

house to lay him before Jesus. When they could not find a way to do 

this because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and lowered him 

on his mat through the tiles into the middle of the crowd, right in 

front of Jesus. —Luke 5:17–19, NIV 

 

 Some people are more determined than others are. For some 

people, if they had been one of those carrying this paralyzed friend 

to Jesus.  When they got there and saw the place was too crowded.  

Would they have just said, “Oh, well … maybe another time.”  Some 

people have no problem taking “no” for an answer in situation like that.  
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 But not these guys. They climbed up on the roof, ripped up the 

sticks, straw, and mud between the beams and lowered their 

paralyzed friend into the room where Jesus was teaching. 

 Moreover, that … did not … bother … Jesus.  He apparently 

stopped what He was doing and gave the paralyzed man His attention. 

Do not miss that, Jesus, the Son of Man, is infinitely approachable.  

 

 What made those men think they could do this?  What made 

them go to such trouble?  What made them keep going?  I believe 

they had faith. They believed Jesus would see them.  They believed 

He would notice their friend.  They believed He could do something no 

one else could do. The Son of Man is extremely approachable.  

 

 Jesus is just as approachable today.  He will not turn you away.   

He also will not force Himself on you.  He will wait for you to come.   

Come to Jesus, I urge you to take this simple step to apply today’s 

Scripture: Come to Jesus and find forgiveness. 

 

(slide 19) 
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II. Jesus saw their faith. 

 Look again at Luke 5, verse 20: “When Jesus saw their faith, he 

said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven.” —Luke 5:20, NIV 

 

 This is fascinating for a couple reasons. First, did you notice that 

it does not say, “When Jesus saw His faith …?”   It says, “When Jesus 

saw their faith …” He saw that the men carrying their friend had 

faith.  We do not know how much faith the man had.  We do not know 

if the man said anything to Jesus.  We simply know what all three 

Gospel writers tell us: When Jesus saw the faith of the paralyzed 

man’s friends; He extended forgiveness to the paralyzed man. 

 That may tell us something important. You may have come today 

expecting nothing. You may feel as if you do not even have a drop of 

faith.  However, the others around you who do.   

 Maybe they are praying for you right now. Maybe they believe 

that God is going to do things for you today that you cannot even 

imagine.  We need to pray with faith for those we know who need a 

touch from Jesus. 
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 However, something else in that verse is significant.  Luke 

already told us, in verse 17, “The power of the Lord was with Jesus to 

heal the sick” (Luke 5:17b, NIV).  However, when the man appears 

before Him, Jesus does not say, “Be healed.”  That is what we might 

expect Him to say, but He does not.  He says, “You are forgiven.”  

 

 We do not know that this man’s sins are connected to his physical 

condition, but without a healed soul, a healed body is of little 

importance.  Jesus wanted him to experience forgiveness, also.  That 

is true for you, too. Jesus waits to extend forgiveness to you. Jesus 

is more concerned about your spiritual health than your physical 

health. 

 

(slide 20) 

III. Jesus brings Healing. 

 One more thing I would like to impress on you today.   Another 

way to apply our Scripture is: Receive healing.  Let us look one more 

time at Luke 5.  
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After the paralyzed man’s friends broke through the roof, lowered 

their friend into the presence of Jesus, and He told him, “Friend, 

your sins are forgiven,” notice what happened next.  

 The Pharisees and the teachers of the law began thinking to 

themselves, “Who is this fellow who speaks blasphemy? Who can 

forgive sins but God alone?”  Jesus knew what they were thinking and 

asked, “Why are you thinking these things in your hearts? Which is 

easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? But 

I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to 

forgive sins.” So he said to the paralyzed man, “I tell you, get up, take 

your mat and go home.” Immediately he stood up in front of them, 

took what he had been lying on and went home praising God. Everyone 

was amazed and gave praise to God. They were filled with awe and 

said, “We have seen remarkable things today.” —Luke 5:21–26, NIV 

 

 The Pharisees were thinking, “Who does Jesus think He is?”  

Jesus basically answered: “I’ll tell you who I am—I’m the Son of Man. 

I am the Messiah.  I have both the authority to forgive sins, and the 

power to heal this man’s sickness.”  Then He did.  He told the man, 

“Stand up. Pick up your mat. And go home.”  And the man did.  
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 Today, Jesus also wants to raise us up.  Watch this video affirm 

that point. 

(slide 21, Music video, ’You Raise Me Up’ )  (slide 22) 

 

Conclusion 

 Jesus revealed Himself as the Son of Man. He demonstrated 

that He had the authority to forgive sins. Moreover, He proved that 

He also had the ability to heal. Jesus, the Son of Man, is infinitely 

powerful.  And that has not changed. It is as true here today as it was 

in Capernaum then. It is as true for you as it was for the paralytic.  

 Whether your need is physical or mental, emotional or spiritual,  

the Son of Man is as ready and able to heal, as He is to forgive.  He 

can heal your broken heart … or a broken relationship.  He can heal 

your weariness … or your worry.   He can heal your body … or your 

spirit. So come to Him. Find forgiveness. Receive healing.  
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 It may begin with a simple prayer, something like this:  

“Lord Jesus, I come. I do not know how much faith I have, but I ask 

you to meet me here anyway. I confess my sin to you; I bring my need 

to you. I turn away from my sin, and accept your sacrifice on the 

cross as payment for all the wrong things I have done.  I ask you to 

come into my heart, and take charge of my life from this moment on, 

amen.” 

(slide 23)  Let stand and sing Hymn # 551, O to be Like Thee. 

(last slide) 


