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Introduction   (slide 13) 

 A businessman well known for his hard-heartedness once announced to the 

writer Mark Twain, "Before I die I mean to make a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. 

I will climb Mount Sinai and read the Ten Commandments aloud at the top." "I 

have a better idea," replied Twain. "You could stay in Boston and keep them." 

 We continue today a series of messages and worship experiences exploring 

the question, “Who Do You Say I Am?” based on a movie called Son of God, a 

dramatic portrayal of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ as well 

as His message and mission.  

 Each week we will first read our text, then watch its depiction as the 

creators of the Son of God movie rendered it, and then we will go to our Bibles 

to study and apply that part of Jesus’ story to our lives today.  

 Let me read for you Mathew 9:9-13 and Luke 18:9-14. (slide 14) 

Matthew 9:9-13  (HCSB)   9 As Jesus went on from there, He saw a man named 

Matthew sitting at the tax office, and He said to him, “Follow Me!” So he got up 

and followed Him.  10 While He was reclining at the table in the house, many tax 

collectors and sinners came as guests to eat with Jesus and His disciples. 

(slide 15) 

 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they asked His disciples, “Why does your 

Teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”  12 But when He heard this, He 

said, “Those who are well don’t need a doctor, but the sick do. 13 Go and learn 

what this means: I desire mercy and not sacrifice.  For I didn’t come to call the 

righteous, but sinners.” 
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(slide 16) 

Luke 18:9-14 (HCSB)  9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in 

themselves that they were righteous and looked down on everyone else: 10 “Two 

men went up to the temple complex to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax 

collector. 11 The Pharisee took his stand and was praying like this: ‘God, I thank 

You that I’m not like other people —greedy, unrighteous, adulterers, or even 

like this tax collector. 

(slide 17) 

 12 I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of everything I get.’  13 “But the tax 

collector, standing far off, would not even raise his eyes to heaven but kept 

striking his chest  and saying, ‘God, turn Your wrath from me —a sinner!’ 14 I tell 

you, this one went down to his house justified rather than the other; because 

everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself 

will be exalted.” 

 

(slide 18, video clip from The Son of God, “The Calling of Matthew/Publican 

and Pharisee.”)    (slide 19) 

 

 Last week in our study, we saw Jesus revealed as “the Son of Man,” a 

messianic title that also refers to the fact that He identifies with us in our 

humanity.  He is as approachable as He is authoritative and amazing.  In 

addition, this week, we see another facet, another answer, and that is this— He 

is The Sinner’s Friend. 
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 In His life and ministry, Jesus showed an amazing adoration for the 

broken, the lowly, the sinful, and the struggling. One of the most common 

indictments hurled at Jesus was this: “This man welcomes sinners and eats 

with them.” —Luke 15:2, NIV 

 

 You see, in that culture, to share a meal with someone was considered 

confirming.  Even today, when someone in that culture invites you to dinner it is 

an act of trust, respect, and friendship.  

 Therefore, when Jesus broke bread with people like Matthew and 

Zacchaeus, He was extending friendship to them …to such a degree that His 

critics said: “Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors 

and sinners.” —Luke 7:34b, NIV 

 He caused a scandal by making Matthew—a tax collector—one of His first 

and closest disciples. Matthew’s closeness and accessibility to Jesus made it 

possible for him to pen the first gospel we have in our New Testament.  He 

showed mercy to a woman who had been caught in the very act of committing 

adultery!  He even told this striking story of two men who went to the Temple 

to pray.  

 

(slide 20) 
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Let us again look together at Luke 18:9–14:  

 “‘Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the 

other a tax collector. –both rich, one respected and the other 

rejected. 

 The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed:-because he was an elitist. 

 “But the tax collector stood at a distance. –because he was ashame. 

 Jesus said,  “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went 

home justified before God. For all those who exalt themselves will be 

humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”—to show 

that the keys to the kingdom are humility, repentance, and 

justification through Jesus the messiah. 

 

 Because we live in the twenty-first century, the shocking nature of this 

story is largely lost on us.  In our day and age, “Pharisee” is a dirty word.  It is 

an insult, largely because of the way Jesus exposed their hypocrisy and the way 

they are depicted in the Gospels. However, in Jesus’ day, Pharisees were 

generally considered the good guys.  They had preserved the Hebrew 

Scriptures— some would say the nation, the Jewish identity— and were 

generally respected by the common people.  

 Therefore, when Jesus told this story, comparing a Pharisee’s 

righteousness to a tax-collector’s prayer, He could not have picked a more 

dramatic contrast.  Moreover, it is a contrast I hope can instruct us today, and 

help each of us draw closer to Jesus, the Sinner’s Friend.  
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 The first way I think Jesus’ story can help us is by telling us this:  

1. Resist comparisons.  (slide 21) 

 Look at the Pharisee’s words, in verse 11:“The Pharisee stood by himself 

and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people—robbers, 

evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector.’” —Luke 18:11, NIV 

 Every single one of us wants to feel worthwhile. We all want to know we 

count for something.  Unfortunately, we try to elevate ourselves the way the 

Pharisee did … by pointing to someone else, comparing ourselves to others, and 

telling ourselves, “at least I’m not like him … or her!”  In addition, we think, 

somehow, that is going to make us feel better. However, it does not. Because 

you will never build yourself up by tearing someone else down.  It just does not 

work.   

 Paul the great church planter of the first century said in: 

2 Corinthians 10:12 (CEV)  12 We won’t dare compare ourselves with those who 

think so much of themselves. But they are foolish to compare themselves with 

themselves.  

 Intellectual today compare themselves to themselves as if there is nothing higher or greater 
to compare themselves to, they are blind to God. 

 

 Resist comparisons. They will not get you where you want to go, much less, 

where God wants to take you.   
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Secondly, Jesus’ story also teaches us this:  

2. Renounce your own righteousness.   (slide 22) 

Look again at Luke 18:12, where Jesus depicts the Pharisee saying:  

“The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed … ‘I fast twice a week and 

give a tenth of all I get.’” —Luke 18:12, NIV 

 

 One of the best places to start praying is right where the Pharisee begins: 

“God, I thank you …” That is one of the best prayers you can pray. The Bible 

says repeatedly, “Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good.” —Psalm 136:1, 

NIV.  Therefore, “God, I thank you” is a great way to pray.  

 However, if the Pharisee had stopped there, he would have done much 

better! but, he did not stop there.  He went on, and said, “God, I thank you that 

I am not like other people.”  He turned a prayer of thanks into a self-righteous 

boast. 

 And then he made it worse!  Because, you see, another great way to pray is 

to confess to God. The Bible says: “If we confess our sins, [God] is faithful 

and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” 

—1 John 1:9, NIV.  However, notice that says what we are to confess: “our 

sins” Not “other people’s sins” And not “our own righteousness.” 

 The Pharisee did both of those in his self-asserted prayer.  In fact, one 

of the ironies in Jesus’ story is that, in trying to confess other people’s sins and 

trying to confess his own righteousness, the Pharisee exposed his sinful heart! 

This is what always happens.  
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 If you try to earn favor with God, if you base your hope of salvation or 

your own self-esteem on whatever acts of righteousness you think are in your 

account, that check will bounce every time.  

 The Bible says: “No one can ever be made right with God by doing what 

the law commands. The law simply shows us how sinful we are.” —Romans 

3:20, NLT 

 The Pharisee thought that fasting made him righteous. It did not. He 

talked as if tithing should earn brownie points with God. It does not. Those are 

both good things when they are the overflow of a grateful heart, not when they 

are done to earn God’s favor.  

 So renounce your own righteousness. Give up trying to reach heaven or 

impress God with how good you are. Because when you do that, you are just like 

the Pharisee.  

 Resist comparisons.  Renounce your own righteousness. And then, when you 

do that, you may be approaching where your heart wants to go, where God wants 

to take you …and that is to:  

 

3. Rely on grace.     (slide 23) 

 Let us look one more time at Luke 18. After depicting the Pharisee in all 

his sinful self-righteousness, Jesus turns our attention to the other man who 

went up to the Temple to pray that day.  
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  In addition, Jesus says: “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He 

would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have 

mercy on me, a sinner.’  “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, 

went home justified before God. For all those who exalt themselves will be 

humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” —Luke 18:13–

14, NIV. 

 The usual posture of prayer in the Temple was to lift your face toward 

heaven and stretch out your arms. However, the tax collector in Jesus’ story 

“would not even look up.” Rather than stretching out his hands, he “beat his 

breast.” His posture and his prayer were poles apart from that of the Pharisee.  

He said, “God, have mercy on me, a sinner.” The tax collector assumed a position 

of humility when approaching God. 

 Albert Orsborn was raised in a Christian home. His parents were officers 

in the Salvation Army, a movement started by William Booth, the fiery preacher 

and evangelist.  From his earliest years, Orsborn participated in the Salvation 

Army’s many good works, such as feeding the hungry and giving shelter to the 

homeless. However, Albert Orsborn never relied on his own good works, but only 

on the mercy and grace of God in Jesus Christ.  

 One day, on the way to his London home during a WWII attack, the 

following words formed in his mind. When he got home, he went to his desk 

without taking off his coat, and wrote:   
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“I have no claim on grace; I have no right to plead; 

I stand before my maker’s face Condemned in thought and deed. 

But since there died a Lamb Who, guiltless, my guilt bore, 

I lay fast hold on Jesus’ name, And sin is mine no more.” 

 

 Like the tax collector in the Temple, he knew the truth proclaimed in the 

Bible:  “‘When God our Savior revealed his kindness and love, he saved us, 

not because of the righteous things we had done, but because of his 

mercy. He washed away our sins, giving us a new birth and new life through 

the Holy Spirit.’” —Titus 3:4–5, NLT 

 

 Jesus said the tax collector—of all people—“went home justified” because 

he had “just one plea.” He had no righteousness of his own to bank on, no 

comparisons to others to profit by … he had only his deep, deep need … and the 

infinite overflowing mercy of God.  

 

Conclusion         

 Does that describe you today? No matter how deep your need, no matter 

how dark your sin, it is not greater than the mercy of God.   Do you know that 

you can go home justified today? You can go home forgiven.  Clean. Refreshed. 

Healed.   
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 You can go home like the Pharisee … or like the tax collector. You can go 

home clinging to your own pride and self-righteousness …or relying on the mercy 

and grace of God. Let us thank God for His amazing grace through Jesus His 

son, as we mediate on this music video, “Worthy is the Lamb”.   

(slide 24, music video ‘Worthy is the Lamb’)    (slide 25) 

 Whatever your need is today, I invite you to make the tax collector’s “one 

plea” your prayer: “God, have mercy on me, a sinner.”  If you are ready to trust 

Christ for your soul’s salvation, you can pray:  “God, have mercy on me, a sinner.” 

 If you seek a closer, deeper relationship with God, pray:  “God, have mercy 

on me, a sinner.”   If yours is a need for wisdom … or peace … or strength, pray:   

“God, have mercy on me, a sinner.”  Whatever your need, wherever you are in 

your spiritual journey, resist comparisons …renounce your own righteousness 

…and rely on God’s grace.  

Let us pray:  

“Lord Jesus, thank you for being the Sinner’s Friend.   Thank you for 

teaching us from your Word, and through your Holy Spirit’s whispers in 

our heart. Thank you for your great mercy; thank you for your matchless 

grace. Thank you that your righteousness becomes ours when by your 

grace we place our faith in you,  

our Savior, our Lord, and our Friend.  

Amen.”  

 

 


